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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY* 

On the former Montanez landholding, “Hacienda Agueda”, the Agrarian Reform 

Beneficiaries (ARBs) are exposed to various harassments and cannot cultivate the 

land they own. Protection provided by the police is insufficient. 

 

The International Peace Observers Network (IPON) is a politically independent and 

non- profit oriented German Non- Governmental- Organisation. With the purpose of 

monitoring and preventing Human Rights Violations, IPON is present in the 

Philippines since 2006. At the moment, IPON is working in Bondoc Peninsula, 

Quezon Province with a mandate by the people organisation Kilusang Magbubukid 

ng Bondoc Peninsula (KMBP) and has established a partnership with Task Force 

Mapalad (TFM) in Negros. IPON is completely independent from its partner 

organisations but takes a concrete position in favour of Human Rights and the proper 

implementation of Human Rights. The organisation contributes to a situation in which 

Human Rights Defenders are able to undertake their work free of repression and 

threats.  

 

In Negros, all Human Rights Defenders are members of TFM. In the case of the 

concerned landholding, Hacienda Agueda, IPON is very concerned about the Human 

Rights situation. IPON visited the area several times, last in March 2010 and spoke 

with the TFM- farmers as well as with the respective state authorities. During that 

visit, several Human Rights violations have been documented. 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

* The present document contains the executive summary only. The full report will be 

issued end of April 2010 presumably. 



The CLOA- titles have been awarded to the ARBs on May 2000 and January 2002, 

respectively. Official Installations took place in 2001, 2004 and most recently on 

September 25th 2009, when IPON was present as well. The TFM- farmers are the 

rightful owners of the land since there is no pending case contesting the ownership. 

 

Despite that, until now they cannot enter nor cultivate most of the land they own. 

When trying to cultivate their land, the Human Rights Defenders are being stopped 

and threatened by security guards of the Montañez family.  This is a clear violation of 

the right to own property (Article 17 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). 

 

Moreover, according to Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,  

“Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person”, IPON is anxious about 

the insecure living conditions of the Human Rights Defenders on Hacienda Agueda. 

There are several blottered cases about security guards who threatened the Human 

Right Defenders, but even though their names were included in some of these official 

documents, none of them seems to face any consequences despite definite law 

violations.  

 

Since the Republic of the Philippines has not only recognized the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights but also ratified the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights (ICESCR), respectively, all rights have to be secured and guaranteed 

to every Filipino citizen. Referring to this, IPON appeals to the CHR, the DAR and to 

the PNP to undertake further steps to increase safety on the spot. 

 

According to the provincial DAR, there are already plans for a long-term police-

detachment, which should pacify the ongoing conflict. IPON supports the DAR-

decisions as a sign that their responsibility to protect Human Rights is taken 

seriously. 


